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SIERRA CLUB RECREATION ISSUES COMMITTEE
Page 1.  Re: Sierra Club’s Principles Concerning Natural Quiet.  Natural quiet is governed sufficiently by regulations and policies excerpted in DEIS
Appendix C.  This direction forms a part of the purpose and need for action.
Pages 2.  Re: Volume II, Appendix C, include the numbered “Conclusion Cites”.  Volume II will not be revised.
Page 2.  Include addition citations on natural quiet from the Grand Canyon and Everglades.  The CEQ regulations do not require exhaustive and
voluminous discussion, especially when the discussion can be characterized as background (§1500.4 (f)).  The amount of detail to be included in an
EIS should be that level which is relevant to the decision to be made, and preparing analytic as opposed to encyclopedic documents (§1500.4 (b)).
The regulations recommend page limits on documents, which the draft EIS already exceeds.
Page 3.  Re: Acknowledge and assess the real effect of aircraft on the parks.  Aircraft effects are considered in the cumulative impact analysis on
parks.  They are not the focus for study in the winter use EIS.
Page 3.  Re: Credibility of Bowlby study.  New information is now available on sound and will be incorporated into the FEIS.
Page 3.  Re: Recalculate background sound level (Table 16).  New information is now available on sound and will be incorporated into the FEIS.
Page 3.  Re: Use %TA for sound analyses.  New information is now available on sound, including %TA, and will be incorporated into the FEIS.
Pages 4.  Re: NPS implies that %TA was calculated in Borrie et al.  (1999) or in Friemund et al.  (1997).  There is no implication intended.  The
sound analysis will be updated in the FEIS.
Page 4.  Re: 1.) “Low-end” ambience is erroneously inflated in DEIS.  2.) Can %TA now be provided? New information is now available on sound,
including %TA, and will be incorporated into the FEIS.
Page 4.  Re: Survey regarding attitudes about natural quiet was biased.  NPS clearly states the parameters of the surveys.  NPS also indicates (DEIS
pages 153-154) that natural quiet, as defined by solitude and an expectation of hearing the sounds of nature, are among the most important reasons that
people visit national parks.


